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Year 9 Curriculum and
Options Evening 2026




Programme
for the

evening

Welcome and introduction of key
colleagues

The curriculum as a whole: Mrs Jenkins, Deputy
Head teacher and Mr Sidell, Lead Practitioner

Explaining less familiar subjects

Factors in Making the Decisions

Overview of the process — what happens
next



Our aims are simple:

“To develop the sharpest minds and
the biggest hearts in our children
through a traditional academic
approach to education.

To meet these aims we:

* Enable our children to access the
broadest curriculum possible
enabling their learning needs and
aspirations to be met.

* To engage our children and enable
them to reach their full potential




Pastoral Curriculum: including Life Lessons
and Wellbeing Wednesday
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Life Lessons






b).

Year 9

School Clubs

LAMDA with Mrs Ashdown
£30-200pm im the Theatre

Just Damee Club with Miss Cunningham
1:38-1:88pm Damce Studio (st barn up)

British Sign Language (BSL) with Mrs Poole
{just turn up) Z30-4:00pm Languages Aoom 4

Britien Band with kir Chapman
F:15-5:00pm Eand Room {invitabion only)

Football with kr Humphrey
2:18-415%pm 3G Pitch {ust Eurn wp]

Art Club with Mrs Gamble.
2:15-&1%pm &rt Sudio 2 (just burn up)

Harry Potter Club with Mrs Lever (just tern up)
215 4&00pm English Room 7

Homework Club with Mrs Oxborowgh & Miss Phillips
3370 -4-30pm Maths Breabkout
{Just furn up)

Drama Club with Miss Saunders
2:18- &1%pm Orama Studio

Street Dance with Miss Burnett
3:05-&30pm Foxborough Dance Studio

Audition Technique with Miss Cunningham
A48 =&1%pm Dance Shedio

Table Tennis with Hr Everson
F1%-&:15pm Small Hall (just barn up)

Spanish Pen Pal Club with Miss Poza.
118-&:18pm Languages Room 2
[juest borm up)

Couch o SK Club with Mrs Hallaron
(beginners) 318-430pm Meet al Sports Hall

I Geography K53 catch-up with Mrs Kitching \

Table Tarnis with Mr Spooner
1230150 pm Smail Hall fust turn ug)

‘Woodwind Ensemble with krs Cochrane
3:18-&15%pm Band Room

Chass Club with Mr Fawcett
Maths Library
315 4:8pm

Science Prep
[For schence homework)
Science Computing Suite 3:15-4:30pm

Cryptography Club with Mr Lowe
(jusd burn wpd 3:30-4-30pm Maths Boom T

Croabive Writing Club with liss Baunmgarinr
(st turn up) 215-430pm SCCS {Oci-Feb)

Debating Society with kr Mullender (WEEK 2,
Jussk furn wp) 3:30-4:30pm Library

Song Writing Club with Miss Warsham
Music Room 1

1:35-1:55mm

Open E bibe with Miss Cunningt
uzsic Room 1, £38-1:55pm

Music Tech with Miss Wareham
1:38-1:8%pm Music Room 1 (just burn up)

Baskeiball with Mr Spooner
t30-t40pm Sports Hall (just turn ug)

Brass Ensemble with Mrs Ryan
T15=4:15pm Britien Lounge

Hew Band with Mr Chapman and Miss Wareham
3:30-4-30pm Band Room
Auditions 1o be hald

K53 Textiles Club
See Miss Wisker io sign-up
{15 spaces)
330 41%m Textiles Room
Basketball with Mr Everson
318-4:18pm Sports Hall (ust temn up)
STEM Club with Or Wright
3:A-4c2pm Feynman Lab

Octobor onswards)

Crochet Club with Mrs Poole
218 -4:30pm Languages Aoom &

Couwch to 5K Club with Mrs Hallaron
(infermediaie) 3-15-4-30pm Meet ab Sports Hall

Friness with Mr Spooner
X18-4:30pm Fitness Sude

Choir with Miss Juganzon
2:15-&10pm Orama Studio

Elite Harmaorry with ks Juganzon
&:15=5:00pm Drama Studio (invitation only)

Geography revision with Mrs Kilching
218-4:15pm Geography Room 1

Board Gamie Club with Mr Lows & Mr Philpatt,
Maths &, 3:20-"50pm

Animie Club with Miss Baumgariner (just turn up)
[WEEK 2 OMLY) 3:15-4:15pam Eneglish 11

Senior Musicans Practice & SMP Practioe

with Miiss Eunningham
25198 Music Room 1

Hasketball with Mr Everson
T30 H0pm Sparts Hall (just turn up)

Orchesbra Suffolic kusic Hub
13-4 15pm, Theatre

History Club with kr lullender
3:30=&30pm Library
{just furm up)

Meiball wikh Mrs McDonald.
X15-415pn Metball Courts
(just tarn up)

Dungeons & Dragons Club with Miss Saunders
215-5:00pm, Library Guiet Study Room
(12 places)

Dodgetall with Mr Spooner
H18-&18pm Foxborough Gym

Brigten School of Dance (starts 10 Oct)
3:18.-4:15pm, Dance Studio

Song Waorkshop with Miss Cunningham
A5 -4:15pm, Dance Studio




We have not, and will not ever,
“Game the system”.
The KS4 curriculum is set out as follows:

Compulsory Subjects

* English Language and English Literature

 Mathematics and Financial Capability

 Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics

* Citizenship

* One Ebacc Option from the following:
History, Geography, French or Spanish

Non-examined Subjects

e Core Physical Education

* Personal Development, Careers, Employability, Relationship and Sex Education.



The EBacc Subjects

* All students have to choose one of the following

*History

* Geography

*French £\
*Spanish fc.—ENzE' LANGUAGES

GEOGRAPHY HISTORY MATHS



Choose one of these subjects:

Geography

History

French (currently studying)
Spanish (currently studying)

Choose three and rank them:

Art

Business Studies

Child Development
Computer Science (Maths projected 5+)
Creative iMedia

DE] ] o]

Drama

Engineering

Hospitality and Catering
French

Geography

History

Music

Photography

Spanish

Sports Studies

You will study two of these



Art
Business Studies

Child Development

S u bj eCt Computer Science
p rese ntatl ons Creative iMedia

Dance

are on the
school website [ s

Hospitality and Catering

Drama

Music

Photography

Sports Studies



How do you choose?

* Favourite subjects
* Good subjects

* Options booklet

* Research

* Talk to people

* Take advice

* Future career
aspirations




Advice from our Careers Department

* During your careers lessons this term with Mr
Mullender, you are receiving lots of information
and advice about choosing your GCSE options.

* You have also been provided with the Year 9
Careers Booklet and access to your Year 9 Careers
Google Classroom. Both of these sources have
lots and lots of useful information

Year 9 Careers

* On our school website there are subject
presentations and brief curriculum overviews
under the Year 9 Options section.




Within your , there is a specific section called
'Options Advice'.
You can find these short videos from BBC Bitesize there:
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GCSE Options: Everything you need to What | wish I'd known before choosing
know about choosing your GCSE subjects my options

How to choose your exam subjects wisely
for the future you want

Myths about choosing your options:
Busted!



GCSEs
° ° S b' t h t. Ib.
OCR Natlonals ome subjects have a vocational bias

* Higher proportion of project work

NCFE and WIEC] . Fewer exams
Technical Awards
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE coast = EN =pibviiey
We have also asked some of our local further
education providers for information and | ¥nll‘l’elj51tly
guidance which may help you to link GCSE g nyclleléleca
option subjects with future college courses Norfolk
and other post-16 options
Representatives from UEA can answer University of
questions regarding option choices and [ [ x East Anglo
higher education courses Norwich



* Base your decisions
on who is teaching
them now

* Choose the same
options as best
friends

* Copy older siblings
* Pick ‘easy’ subjects




As a general guide:

e 5 GCSE or equivalent passes at a
Grade 5 or above to progress to A
level courses

* At least one grade 4 or above in
English and/or Maths for some
post 16 courses

* To study a subject at A level,
- students usually require at least a
4 Grade 5 in that subject at GCSE.

- ppprenticeship

* A level Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Maths and French
require a Grade 6 at GCSE and

Post 16 typically an average point score.

. . * Most apprenticeships require a
All students are required to be in full minimum grade 4 in English and

time education until the age of 18. Maths






Morning Exams (09:10) 2 - 6 Mar Afternoon Exams (14:00)

Board Duration Board Duration

Tuesday Y9 English Reading AQA 1h
3

Y9 Maths Paper 1 AQA 1h VG EYA YO Science Paper 1 AQA 1h
Non-calculator i

Y9 English Writing AQA 1h Thursday Y9 Science Paper 2 AQA 1h

5
\" F13

Y9 Maths Paper 2 AQA 1h Friday
Calculator 6

\"F1g




] -English}{ 10 -Maths:x: 7 | F Tsciences 7
%1 30 [EngSp, |10 ||[%1 30 [Ma, 7 =1 20 [BiCh,Ph. |7
%2 30 [EngSp. |10 ||[®2 30 |Ma, 7 =2 30 [Bi,Ch.Ph. |7
%3 29 [En.Sp. |10 ||[%3 29 |Ma 7 %2 23 [Bi.Ch.Ph, |7

] -English“r‘ 10 -Maths“r’ 7 [ Tsciencey 7
Y1 30 [EmgFr, |10 ||[¥1 30 [Ma, 7 1l¥1 30 [BiCh.Ph, |7
v2 23 [EngFr, |10 ||[v2 23 [Ma, 7 (lvz 29 [Bich.Ph, |7
329 [Eng BFr, (10 Y3 29 |Ma 7olY3 23 [BiyCh.Ph, |7
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] -EnglishE 10 -MathSE 2 [ Jsciencez 7
Z1 30 [EnSp. |10 |21 30 [Mamh, |2 |27 30 [BiChoPh. |7
z2 29 [EnSp. |10 |22 29 [MaRh, |2 |22 23 [BiCh.Ph. |7
Z3 29 [Em, ®Sp, |10 |23 29 [Ma,Phy, |8 [ |23 29 [BiCh.Ph. |7
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’ﬁEngliSh?{ 3 uh*latha g | Jsciencex @
0 [Tz EngEr, |3 || [32 [MagMr Ry |8 || [32 [EiuChaPha |3
0 [Cz,EnsEr, |9 31 Maghir, Bhy |8 |32 [BiChoPhe |2
0 [Tz, EniEr, |3 || |31 [MacMr Rk, |8 [ |31 [Bi.ChoPhs |3
W [Tz, EngEr, |9 || [30 [MacMr Rk, |8 [ |31 [Bi.ChoPh, |3
23 [Cz,EnsEr, |3 || |25 [MacMr Rk, |8 [ |23 [Ei.ChoPhs |3
’ﬁEngli&h‘T‘ 3 uMath3 g | Tsciencev 3
22 |CziEngEr, |3 || [30 [MagMr Rk, |8 || |25 [BioChoPhs |3
22 [C2,EncEr, |9 25 Mot Bby 18 |22 [BiaChaPh, |3
22 [Tz, EniEr, |9 || |25 [MacMr Rk, |8 [ |22 [EisChoPhs |3
22 [C2,EniEr, |9 || [17 [MacMr, Rk, |8 [ |22 [Ei.ChoPh, |3
21 [Cz,EniEr, |9 || [12 [MacMr Ry |8 [ |15 [Ei.ChaPhs |3




4th — 6th March

Year 9 Assessments in English, Maths and Science.

These assessments are sat under exam conditions in the sports halls/study centre. These assessments
are independent of the choices process but help with the initial setting of Year 10 as the three bands of
lower school moves to 2 bands in Key Stage 4, moving from 9 teaching groups to 10.

Wednesday
18th March

Deadline for completed 'Choices' form to be submitted via Google Forms. Processing will not commence
until the deadline has passed.

April - July

After receiving your form, we will be running a series of ‘dry-runs’ to see what the best combination of
subjects will be. Initially we will give students an open choice, but eventually we may have to ask students
to select one subject from each pool or option block. This is often the point where disappointment sinks in
as there will be combinations that won’t be possible, where courses may be over-subscribed or options
need to be re-thought.

In the past five years, we have been able to find an excellent fit based on open choices, however there will
be a small number of students for whom we are unable to offer the combination of subjects they

have requested. If this is the case, we will talk to you and your son or daughter to discuss the best
possible solution.

Early July

Choices confirmed.




Dry Runs

* Following return of the initial choices, we try to
write a model to best fit our children’s options.

* This is often the point where disappointment
sinks in as:
o There may be combinations that won’t be possible

o Where courses may be over-subscribed or options
need to be re-thought

We may ask our children to choose from option
blocks if we can’t make their choices fit.




Dry Runs

* In the past three years we have been able to find an
excellent fit based on open choices.

* The of students will be given their first
choice of subjects, but because we have constraints on
what we can offer there will be students for whom we
are unable to offer the combination of subjects they
requested.

* If this is the case, we will talk to you and your child to
discuss the best possible solution.



Hendance
ehaviour
oursework, classwork and of course

homework




As a school we want to ensure you can make the most of your time
Attenda nce a ﬂd here. We know that high attendance and the success of your future is
linked.

You are more likely to achieve success at GCSE level if you attend. The
more you attend, the better your chances.

Attainment

How much education is your child missing*?
| trenchetd | Aesiar | Whole | Learning
Threshold Actual ’ Days Naws

Descriptor | ttendance | Attendance |

lAbsent LOSt vdence from o Department for Education study rona comelaion behwveen sct Average Progress 8 score by % absence in Year 10 and 11
190 days ’

Pupils in 2022 Key Stage 4 performance tables

Excellent 073

188 days | +0.46
1 : . 2 :
1$ 22;2 20 Chances of 5+ GCSE 5-9 grades including English I l +010
95%

182.5 days and Maths |
180.5 days | 0.28
064
()95
28. 923 117 :
161.5days | 28.5 | 1425 I . . . - S (40,574) (204,60 007 ' : 49 (1540 10119 GO0 4o mw (12,125)
159.5days | 305 :

179 days
177 days
175 days
173 days
158 days 32 100 95 90 85 80 75 70 65 60 55 50 45
156 days 34
154 days 36
152 days 38

§

Cause for
concern

171 days |
169 days
167 days
165 days

163 days

Unsatisfactory

'Serious cause
._for concern

Percentage of students achieving

Critical
Percentage attendance in Years 10 and 11

*Figures based on 190 (whole year) expected attendance




Contact details

Email:

m.sidell@benjaminbritten.school



mailto:k.jenkins@benjaminbritten.school

